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' Khanna Omarkhali. Yezidism: Society, Symbol, Observance
and Myth

SUMMARY

The present book is devoted to Yezidism: one of the most
secretive religions in the Middle East. The main reason for publishing
the present book was that, although there are a number of good recent
scho;larly works on Yezidism, this religion continues to puzzle even
mosf Kurds, and information about it needs to be accessible to a
broaqjier public.

This book has four chapters addressing different aspects of Yezidi
Studies. Each chapter includes two (and the last just one) articles that
were§ selected so as to help readers obtain a general understanding of
Yeziﬁisxn from different perspectives. At the same time, each chapter
raises important questions related to this field. The aim of the book is
to investigate a number of significant questions that are profoundly
relev:ant to the Yezidi religion and its rich tradition. The work
introduces a range of new data, particularly about the religious
traditjion of the Yezidis of Transcaucasia.

The Introduction gives a reader the general overview of Yezidism.
It contains concise information about Yezidism: its genesis, the origin
of its name, its religious geography, sacred texts and religious hymns,
cosmogony, initiation rituals, clerical hierarchy, etc.

d:hapter I “Yezidi Society’ focuses on Yezidi demography:
discdssing the communities of Iraq, Turkey, Syria, Armenia, Georgia,
and Europe, the latter with special reference to the relatively new
Y'eziqjii community in Russia. The chapter aimed to elucidate the
comﬁlex Yezidi social structure, including of the clan- and tribal
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systems. It includes information about the four big Yezidi tribal
confederations which lived on the territory of the Ottoman Empire up
to the beginning of the last century, and were then forced to move to
today’s Armenia and Georgia. Special consideration is given to the
usage of certain terms for Yezidi tribes and clans, such as clans of
Shekhs, Pirs and Mirids.

Religion is expressed not only through a system of beliefs, but
also through symbols and rituals, especially in oral traditions such as
that of Yezidism. These aspects merit detailed consideration, and are
examined in detail in the next two chapters.

Chapter II focuses on the symbolism of Yezidism symbolism.
There is no doubt that the Yezidi religion is rich in symbolic
traditions. Especially because Yezidism is an oral tradition, symbols
occupy a very prominent place, and play a crucial role in the Yezidi
world view. Religious symbols can be regarded as bridges between
the rational world and the world of religious experience and
knowledge. In spite of the powerful influence of neighbouring
religions, the Yezidis were able to preserve their original world view
and values: for instance they preserved the ancient belief in the
luminous Tawisi Melek as Lord of this World, and other original
elements. All symbols that are discussed in this paper corroborate that
Yezidism affirms the fundamental principle of Light as an essential
element from the Time of Creation.

In Chapter III “Rituals of Yezidis” Yezidi religious practice is
described in terms of rituals and ceremonies, i.e. through the visible
manifestations of the faith. Here some observances connected with
children are discussed, which illustrate the role of magic and healing
rituals, whose aim is to affect on people and natural forces.
Furthermore there is a discussion of rituals that are connected with
sanctuaries and sacred objects, and with rites de passage, rituals

YAE



conbected to the various stages of the life cycle. At the heart of Yezidi
thidking there are conceptions about outward opposites which are in
facﬁj are very closely connected to each other: Yezidis distinguish
bet\;ween the sacred and profane worlds but seek to keep them in
harmony and balance. Yezidi rituals can be seen as a means to transfer
information about the major values of the Yezidi community, and
about their religious world view. They play an important role in
helping us understand the Yezidi religion.

Chapter 1V is devoted to the investigation of the role of Yezidi
legends and myths: their status and functions. Many of these legends
and| myths are presented here for the first time in published form.
They were recorded during field research among Yezidis from

Armenia and Iraqi Kurdistan. Using the comparative method to
analyze these religious texts with those of two other cognates to
y’ejidi religious traditions, namely Ahl-e Haqq (Yarisan, Kakai) and
Zoropastrianism, the significant age and importance of the Yezidi
legends is shown. In this discourse the question of the genesis of
Yeziidism and its obvious common background with Ahl-e Haqq and
Zorbastrians is also discussed.

?At the end of the book a little Word List of Yezidi terms is given.
The book contains a map, and photographs from Iraqi Kurdistan,
Arnjjlenia, Germany and Russia.

iThe book is intended for Orientalists, specialists in Religious
Studjiies, and for the many readers who have an interest in Kurdish
Studies, and modern Religious Studies.
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