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Dared to Hope and Struggle by the Light from
Mountaintop

Fr. Dr. Bijesh Philip

Celebration of the feasts of our Lord
Jesus Christ adorns a prime place in the
liturgical tradition of Orthodox churches.
A Christian initiated into Christ’s body by
Holy Baptism, is called to grow stronger in
fellowship with Christ in the pilgrimage of
our transient life. Most of the feasts
concerning Christ and the sacraments help
us to enjoy this redemptive remembrance
of the Lord. Celebration of the feast of
Transfiguration on 6th August, every year is
a unique opportunity to experience the
glory of our Lord and Redeemer.

There are four Biblical passages which
depict the transfiguration experience of
our Lord on the top of the mountain,
generally assumed to be Mount Tabor:
Mathew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36
and II Peter 1:17,18. Jesus, while praying on
the top of the mountain with his three
disciples Peter, James and John, was
transfigured and the apostles saw him in
dazzling light in the company of Prophets
Moses and Elijah. A saying of Christ is
recorded in the synoptic Gospels, before
this narration as, “Assuredly, I say to you,
there are some standing here who shall not
take death till they see the Son of Man
coming in His Kingdom” (Matthew 16:28).
This was fulfilled a week later when the
three apostles experienced the divine glory.

According to St. Mathew and St. Mark,
Jesus led Peter, James and John to the
mountaintop after six days of his saying
these words and in St. Luke it is after eight
days. Perhaps, St. Mathew and St. Mark
were counting the days between the saying
and the transfiguration event; whereas
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St. Luke might have included both the days
in which Jesus said about His coming in
glory and the day in which the actual event
of glorification took place. In both the
cases, the reference is to one week. At the
same time, the reference to the ‘eighth day’
which comes after the six days (of creation)
and Sabbath (seventh) denotes a vision
beyond this physical and historical realm.
What we experience on the mount of
transfiguration is a foretaste of the
eschatological event or the glorious second
advent of our Lord. Moses was able to have
a glimpse of the Promised Land, from the
mountain of Pisgah, (Deuteronomy 34:1).
Likewise, through this experience of
transfiguration on the mountaintop, the
apostles and the believers through them are
able to have a glimpse of the glorious end and
inheritance we are going to have at the second
advent of our Lord.

Transfiguration reveals the glory of Jesus
Christ. In the incarnated life, His glory was
hidden. Christ was seen as any other human
being because of His willful self emptying.
Our hope and prayer is that Christ “will
come again in His great glory.” Whole life
of Christ, particularly His glorification on
the mount of Transfiguration and His
resurrection, manifested His great glory in
a minimum and special way. Three apostles,
as representatives of whole mankind were
able to experience this. The bright light, in
which the Son of God appeared as a sun,
was uncreated light proceeding from His
divinity. That light was not from sun,
moon, or any stars or light from any kind
of fire. It was pure Divine uncreated light.
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The Divine voice, the apostles heard
from the overshadowing clouds, was from
the Heavenly Father: “This is my beloved
Son. Hear Him.” The Father was honoring
and glorifying Christ. St. Peter describes
this unusual experience thus: “He received
from God the Father honor and glory when
such a voice came to Him from the Excellent
Glory. “This is my Beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.” And we heard this voice which
came from heaven when we were with Him
on the holy mountain” (2 Peter 1:17-18).

Transfiguration experience also attests
that the whole Scripture bears witness to
and glorifies Jesus Christ. Moses and Elijah
represent law and prophecy of the Old
Testament respectively. Presence of Apostles
represents the New Testament. Thus, the
whole Bible gives glory to Christ, the centre
and fulfillment of it. They also represent
the dead and the living. In short, the world
was able to witness the glory of Christ
through a few representatives, since Christ
the true Light from true Light, was willing
to reveal His glory for a short while for our
enlightenment.

When we celebrate the feast of Transfigu-
ration on 6th August, the world refreshes the
memory of ‘a mega tragic event. It was on
August 6th, 1945, that American made
Atomic Bomb was dropped in Hiroshima,
Japan, annihilating more than hundred
thousand people. The American President
who gave final green signal for this bombing
was Truman. Immediately after this event,
peace activists like Dorothy Day from
American soil itself criticized Truman and
highlighted the need of following Christ,
the True-Man and True God. The destru-
ctive light of violence and luxury is sprea-
ding darkness in the world. What we need
today for the liberation, peace and justice of
the world is the light of the life and teachings
of Jesus Christ, the light of the world!

Transfiguration of Christ also reveals
the potential of the creation to
manifest Divine Glory. Glory of the
Son of God was revealed through His
human body. The human nature He
took from this world became a
medium to manifest His glory.

Transfiguration of Christ also reveals
the potential of the creation to manifest
Divine Glory. Glory of the Son of God was
revealed through His human body. The
human nature He took from this world
became a medium to manifest His glory.
From its inception till today, this cosmos
bears witness to the majesty of God the
Creator (Romans 1:20). In addition to this
general revelation, this creation becomes
instrumental in the special revelation of the
glory of God. This principle is further
affirmed in our sacraments. The Creation
is eagerly waiting for its ultimate transfigu-
ration (Romans 8:18-22). The hope of the
“new heaven and new earth” and resur-
rection at the end, point to glorious future
fulfillment of the whole creation. Transfigu-
ration of Christ gives us a foretaste of that
glorious eternity.

Transfiguration experience on the
mountaintop also refers to the glorious
orientation of Cross. The conversation of
Moses and Elijah with Christ was about
Christ’s crucifixion in Jerusalem (St. Luke
9:31). Sufferings and the Cross are not
glorious in common human viewpoint.
Hence, St. Peter tried to discourage Christ
from such a painful death for which Christ
responded with the words “Get behind Me,
Satan! You are an offence to me” (St
Mathew 16:23). This is narrated in synoptic
Gospels just before the description of the
glorification of Christ on the mountaintop.
In continuation of this, Christ says “if any
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one desires to come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me.” Ancient Christian tradition as a whole,
confesses that Cross is the way to glory.
After resurrection and ascension, Christ is
on the throne with the Heavenly Father in
glory (Hebrew 12:2, Revelations 3:21). A
deeper understanding of these passages will
help us to know that as Christ we will also
be sharing the same glory. The wisdom of
globalization and the popular consumerist
culture seem to vehemently oppose the
divine wisdom of the glory of the way of cross.

Glory is misunderstood often as
accumulation of possessions and
positions. Prayers are misused to have
this perishing ‘glory’. Once, Jesus was
on the top of another mountain not
with Moses and Elijah, but with Satan.
The temptation was to consent to a
different worship to own the glory of
the world, which Christ overcomes.

Glory is misunderstood often as
accumulation of possessions and positions.
Prayers are misused to have this perishing
‘glory. Once, Jesus was on the top of
another mountain not with Moses and
Elijah, but with Satan. The temptation was
to consent to a different worship to own the
glory of the world, which Christ overcomes.
On the mount of transfiguration, prayers
and communion with the saints are for
being strengthened to face sufferings and
the cross boldly.

In the Orthodox tradition, martyrs have
a unique place and the tradition says that
God will adorn them with special crowns at
his second coming. It is essential for the
living members of the Church to continually
remember the self-sacrifice of martyrs. St.
Polycarp, the bishop of Smyrna, who was
martyred around AD 155, has written
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about the great martyrs like Ignatius of
Antioch, Rufus and Zosimus who have
entered into glory with Christ. In Polycarp’s
words, “they are now in their deserved place
with the Lord, in whose sufferings they also
shared” (Letter to Philippians, 9:2). While
describing the importance on the way of
sacrifice, St. Polycarp says, “Whosoever
does not confess the testimony of the cross
is of the devil” (Letter to Philippians, 7:1)

Many members of the Church while
facing their own death have witnessed the
comforting presence of their relatives who
had passed away years ago. Likewise the
saints comfort and strengthen us when we
face painful experiences of cross and death
in our life. That is why we seek St. Mary’s
intercession every day as: “O Virgin Mary,
O Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now
and always, and in the hour of our death”
Presence of Moses and Elijah at the time of
Christ’s glorification might have been such
a comforting and strengthening experience
to Christ in his human nature.

Vision of glory on the mountaintop,
leads one to the ministry of transformation
in the valley later. Though Peter and his
companions wanted to continue on the top
of glory, their Guru led them to face the
harsh realities of life. As witnesses of the
divine glory, our calling is to spread the
light of Christ with a sacrificial commitment
to transform our world to a better
community of freedom from evil and a
world of peace, justice and love. In the
midst of the weeping and lamentation from
Hiroshima, Mumbai, Ahmadabad, New
York, Baghdad, Peshawar, Paris, Orlando,
Brussels, Dhaka and Nice, the redemptive
remembrance of the Light from Tabore
enlightens us, to hope and to rejoice in
taking cross for a better world. Tabor
experience also points to the coming Glory
which will be revealed beyond this struggle
in history. 4
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Words of Saint

“Be Rich In Love Of Man And Love Of
God
Brothers Should Never Cheat Each Other.
When You Move Away From Unity You Are
Sure To Move Away From God.
Forgiveness Is Strength. It Gives A Person

A Good Name. It Is The Distinguishing
Feature
Of Righteous People.
Prayer Is The Inspiration Of Childhood.
The Refuge Of Youth And Peace During
Old Age.”

—Mar Gregorios Of Parumala
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Byzantine Orthodox Church Primates

(See: Front Cover inside)
Primates from the Byzantine (Eastern) Orthodox Churches gathered in a Small Synaxis
at the Patriarchal and Stavropegial Monastery and Orthodox Academy of Crete in
Greece on 17 June 2016 to consider a “draft message” of the Holy and Great Council.
From left to right: HB Sawa (Metropolitan of Poland); HB Chrysostomos II
(Archbishop of Cyprus); HH Irinej (Patriarch of Serbia); HDB Pope Theodoros II
(Patriarch of Alexandria); HAH Bartholomew I (Ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople); HMGB Theophilos I1I (Patriarch of Jerusalem); HB Daniel (Patriarch
of Romania); HB Ieronymos II (Archbishop of Greece); HB Anastasios (Archbishop
of Albania); HB Rastislav (Metropolitan of Czech Lands & Slovakia). Four Primates
HB John X (Patriarch of Antioch); HH Kyrill (Patriarch of Russia); HH Neophyte

(Patriarch of Bulgaria); HHB Ilya II (Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia) were not present

in this Council.
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1. GAa. afleMId GRIM @RV s, &IV 20laV aVaBeALMV@)UB, @RYW)E
The Sunday School 2016 April cover page 2 o1 al@1d)EL BHOCMILNHHI NIOAIORND)
asW)o aflallw VERIMELIIMIOHSW)o 2Hl(@BBUE MMOWo)aM). elnIcMoTloel
@Rglelwoalad 2015 ®eeeal 19 M) MSIN ERAEAMIWM EHGAVOGU] @RMIVAOEM
00)(U0)aHV@3 MVoENITW2] all®IBHMOYOS 2N(@RIET) HBHOSIOTIOYANO).

0 2f@OOm @RSIee)0laflad 0emyan HHB Pope Theodoros 11 agyan@leel
HHB vocloecian) cmommyam). HHB agyanme 06 9cgudlenyan His Holiness &
Beatitude ag)amoaemeslad @ Georgian Orthodox Church Primate &m ailcuoatdla floe)
an@oem). Pope Theodoros I &m aflevoaHlaflesyan@ His Divine Beatitude agyamoer.
MO0 0310 HDB ag)am) 21)0)86lajo@oo. Byzantine Orthodox Church caelaw &
@OEIE3 BIMOAMOIW (ramocl@d @ymiad) Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople e&m
alewardlajfleoym@ His All-Holiness (HAH) ag)amosm). @oe@Iua®o  wsmMOW
0)caMM  al@lAdse10 His Beatitude (HB) @mem. e&® queos)sjosniomleel
@RGANY0B: 10, RO)TVGEI0 ald(@IWAH51TV)@00)0 Ailailw TVEIGEINIMOOIW @YBa])
enilarta J@00)0  HA(®ICaoerlomonoo)e His Beatitude (HB) @Y. @RC® MVAWO
0anyad, enIuBenolem, erudmilem al(@lwdsslavynod His Holiness (HH) @myen).
R0)veelo ald(@ldselavlom His Most Godly Beatitude (HMGB) ag)am) afleuoatl
afla)) SEEISNE. BOBOMEWIHMT  TVBGBIHNS DaOMIo DWAAIBHIFIAN  afl(®
6BB38)o GRIAIMEBS)o HMIW)o (al®1oHle)aN).
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200Ul EIVIAOIWI, EG®IDWIB EMHIAIlTE @RO(al)al8s], BRHOIWMI aloMo ®)SERIVL
CRIRIMEEBUWE AlHANQ@OWIO)IM). BHAIG GalR)BHUB B)SleUBEn)0 MBI AIBHN)0
Qil2emom(a1320010)aM). 2016 oFiled elenHOBIeRI 06NBo0 KhAIG GalHlad ®I6YWOW]
#06m)aN afl@owiloal HHB agomme)@loldlenand af)amoneman) amqilensaniel.
DY 2fl@o aF®) TVCASMOMIG  BHOCMILIHHNIMNINAID  TVoNITW]a|®OWI03M)
®aIMYo oA IS} OmIVIglal D all@anoe 2)e 12l @@V MEBHIANM@IEM. ald0
20ROV NITWHS) (AIC® 1] 12-00 HOTUIORI $)S)OEB )Gl U8 M)
Mo Rall®20VBlee)0. TOG allarilenss ag)elo vdleiaile:udan)o GREIMMBMEEBUI.
(2 ool MoYdWEBUAINBS MN0JaIS] M HOMIENBI®) (VLN NGCLII.)

3. George Joseph Enchakkattil, St. George Orthodox Valiya Pally, palarivattom

It is good that the quarterly “The Sunday School’ is moving ahead well and good. Now
that the teething troubles, if any, are probably overcome, let us examine how best this
publication can move forward as a publication of great utility for the Sunday School students
and teachers. There should come up articles about when the Catholic Church was formed
and how it was formed. Our students and teachers should be educated through this
publication about the Orthodox tradition lasting for two thousand years. This publication
should cater to the needs of our teachers who desire to learn more. The common senseless
impression that Roman Catholic Church is the original church should get corrected.
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