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Oriental Orthodox Church Primates in Armenia (23-04-2015)
[Left to Right] HH Catholicos Mar Baselius Marthoma Paulos Il (Malankara)
HH Catholicos Aram | (Armenian - Cilicia), HH Pope Tawadros Il (Coptic)
HH Catholicos Karekin Il (Armenian - Mother See), HH Patriarch Mar Ignatius Aphrem Il (Syrian).




SUN SCHOOL CORNER

(Information on Sunday Schools - Outside Kerala)

St. Gregorios

Indian Orthodox Church (Maha Edavaka) Kuwait
A Parish of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church (Founded by St. Thomas in A.D. 52),
under the Diocese of Kolkata
P.O. Box. 80, Safat - 13001, Kuwait, Tel/Fax: +965 24312064

Overview of the Sunday School

St. Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church (Maha Edavaka) Sunday School of Kuwait with 1350 students is the largestin the
Indian Orthodox Church. Under the leadership of the Vicar, Asst. Vicar, the Head Master and with the support of
Managing Committee members and an elected Parents Committee, classes are conducted (Pre-KG to 11th grade)
every Thursday evening from 5:15 pm to 6:45 pm in the National Evangelical Church and Arabic Language Church
premises in Kuwait City by a team of 130 dedicated teachers. Classes are also held at St. George Chapel, Abbasiya
every Friday after the Holy Qurbana for children from Pre-KG to Class 6.

Classes start with three separate general assembly where Infants (Pre-KG, LKG and UKG) have action songs, stories
and birthday celebration which are managed by teachers, Junior students (Class 1 to 5) have song practices, action
songs, quizzes, religious cartoon movies and birthday celebrations while the Senior students are divided into houses
where various activities such as quizzes, debates, skits, MGOCSM activities etc. are conducted. Yearly the Sunday
School elects a Head boy, Head Girl, MGOCSM General Secretary, two Joint Secretaries, Treasurer, House Captains,
Vice Captains and Prefects who form the student council. The Student Council elects an Editorial Board who publishes
the Kaleidoscope — a magazine for the students by students. Class photographs, drawings, first prize winning essays,
elocution and extempore speeches, poems, stories etc. are published in Kaleidoscope.

The Sunday School conducts an Annual Talents Scan which include Single Songs (English & Malayalam), Groups
Songs, Story Telling, Coloring, Drawing, Memory test, Verses oral, Verses Writing, Essay, Elocution, Extempore
speech, Verses Quick Find and General Knowledge in addition to Annual Examination based on OKR text books.

The Sunday School arranges two parent/teachers meeting every year where the activities of the Sunday School are
discussed and opinions and suggestions of Parents are taken and implemented. AParents Committee of 15 members is
elected from the Parents association who helps the teachers with the day to day activities during the Sunday School
timing. Parents Committee meets quarterly or as required and provides advices on various matters that are relevant to
the smooth functioning of the Sunday School. They also undertake the Annual Sunday School picnic.

The Sunday School have two choir teams — the Malayalam team headed by Mr. M. U. Mathews, supporting Holy
Qurbana on every Tuesday and the English Team headed by Mr. Biju Jacob Varghese supporting Holy Qurbana in
English on every 2nd Friday of the month. Two members of the Parents Committee co-ordinate the activities of the Choir.

The Teachers Council under the guidance of the Headmaster manages the day-to-day affairs of the Sunday School.

Parish at a Glance

Trustee . Mr. John P Joseph

Established : January 15, 1957 with 20 members Secretary © Mr. Joji P John
First Holy Qurbana : March 1957, by Rev.Fr.E.P.Jacob : Holy Qurbana © On all Fridays and Tuesdays except
Regular Worship Services : 1962 onwards the fourth Friday at NECK
Patron Saint . St. Gregorios of Parumala : On All Fridays & Saturdays at
Perunal - November 2nd St. George Chapel, Abba§siya
Elevated to Maha Edavaka : 1st November 2007 : g;\"ﬁlilyanays at St Mary's Chapel,
Venues of Worship : Na“"’_‘a' !Evangelical Church, Marthamariam Samajam ~ : On all Third Thursdays

Kuwait City s

St. George Chapel, Abbassiya :  Sunday School : On all Thursdays

St. Marys Chapel, Salmiya : Head Master . Mr. Kurien Varghese
Diocese . Kolkatta Advisor . Mr.P. C. George
Metropolitan . H.G. Dr. Joseph Mar Dionysius Secretary . Mr. Cizil Mathews Chacko
Vicar . Rev. Fr. Raju Thomas Joint Secretary . Mr. Shabu Mathew
Asst. Vicar . Rev. Fr. Reji C Varghese Treasurer . Mr. Philips John

Source: www.iocg8.org
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Website: www.mosc.in TELEPHONE: 0481-2574323, 2578500
E-mail: catholicos @mosc.in FAX: 0481-2570569

The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST

BASELIOS MARTHOMA PAULOSE 11
CATHOLICOS OF
THE APOSTOLIC THRONE OF
5T. THOMAS
AND MALANKARA METROPOLITAN

CATHOLICATE PALACE
KOTTAYAM-686 038
KERALA, INDIA
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MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH
ORTHODOX SYRIAN SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

Dr.Yakob Mar Irenaios Sion Seminary,Koratty East P.O
President Thrissur, Kerala-680 308
Ph: 0480-2732023, 2734818

June 30, 2015
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"Fools rush in where angels fear to tread”
(Study the idiom)

Meaning : Inexperienced people often do things without thinking matter
thorough. They end up doing things which experienced people
would avoid.

: The expression is a Creation of the famous english poet and esseyist
Alexander Pope who lived in the 18th century. The idiom is used
in his "Essay on criticism” and the fools that Pope is referring to
are the literary critics of that period.

?

Origin
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"All birds find shelter during a
rain. But Eagle avoids rain by flying
above the clouds.”

‘Problems are common but
attitude makes the difference.’
—APJ Abdul Kalam
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Arun Jacob, is an alumnus of the Orthodox Syrian Sunday School. He
was the ‘Sunday School Prathibha’ in 2001. He completed his under-
graduate studies in Economics at St. Stephen's College, Delhi. He
later pursued his graduate studies in economics at the university of
Cambridge as a GATE Scholar. Now he is working as ‘Associated
Economic Officer, UNCTAD, United Nations, Geneva. He is the son
of Fr. Dr. Jacob Kurian (former Principal of Orthodox Theological
Seminary, Kottayam) and Prof. Leela Jacob (Baselius College).

Email Id: arunjacob0606@gmail.com
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I would start the article with a disclaim-
er. Whenever one sees someone sharing
their experience on any institution, it is as-
sumed that the author is an accomplished
persona in some field. But, in my case this
assumption does not hold and I doubt my
eligibility to share a write up in this publi-
cation in that conventional conception
about the author's qualification. I want to
make this fact clear at the onset. So if you
are here wishing for a written piece of a role
model, I highly doubt you are reading the
right article. The only qualification I would
like to put forth as an author is that I was a
regular and active student of the Orthodox
Syrian Sunday School till 2004 at the Old
Seminary Church, Kottayam, where I fin-
ished the 10th grade of Sunday School
studies.

18

What did I achieve through my ten
year's of investment in Sunday School ex-
perience? Thanks to my conviction, I was
able to answer this question without much
thought. Through the Sunday school expe-
rience, I was better able to learn and inter-
pret the word of God, it threw light on the
pillars of faith of my church, fathom the
struggle undertook by our ancestors to pre-
serve the faith. Also, it helped me make
some good friends and the experience of
writing exams for Sunday School aided me
in my curricular work. As a regular partici-
pant in the Sunday school elocution com-
petition, I achieved the confidence to face
bigger audience and hone my oratorical
skills. Above all, it made me closer to God
and instilled Christian values in me. I am
ever thankful to the Orthodox Syrian Sun-
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day school for that wonderful opportunity.
We are living in a very dynamic world
where relevance of spirituality and reli-
gious education is challenged, tested and
even negated by diverse forces ranging
from science to multi-lateral corporations.
A child today is taught to ask ‘why?” and
seek logical reasoning behind each act im-
posed on him/her by anyone including reli-
gion or family. In this context the Ortho-
dox Syrian Sunday School need to cater its
content to the contemporary youth. A chal-
lenge, faced by Christianity at large in the
process to spread Christian values in this
ego-centric consumerist globalized society.
Since, Sunday School is the mould in which
future church members are casted, perhaps
the onus on Sunday Schools is far graver
compared to other church organizations.
The best way to cater to the present day
children is by being empathetic. The Chris-
tian Sunday school cannot shy away from
the fact the children are exposed to all chal-
lenges and temptations of modern world,
right from a very young age. The Sunday
school syllabus should define and discuss
each of these challenges, and equip the chil-
dren to identify pragmatic Christian re-
sponse to each of these challenges. The
children of today are in search of answers
to a plethora of moral dilemmas they face
in their lives. The Sunday school should
evolve itself to an organization that pro-
vides spiritual remedies to such dilemmas.

This should take place simultaneously
while pursuing the core work of Sunday
school of spreading Orthodox beliefs and
Christian values. Hence, a complete over-
haul of the Sunday school curriculum is
perhaps indispensible.

Also, all the examination procedures in
Sunday school should closely follow the
pattern in current academic world. Hence,
student's taking the Sunday school exams
will be at an advantage as they get addition-
al exam writing practice. The Sunday
school teachers must be specially trained to
deliver these reformed curriculum. Also,
children would be more willing to listen to
the more educated and accomplished
members of the Parish. Special programs to
attract qualified church members to volun-
teer for Sunday school teaching must be
launched. It will be a good idea to keep
track of the eminent Sunday school alumni
and to encourage them to participate and
contribute to Sunday school activities at
various instances.

These are my humble suggestions to
make Sunday school more resourceful to
today's youth. When the children are con-
vinced that there is something to be gained
from going to the Sunday school they will
voluntarily attend Sunday school without
any need of compulsion from parents. I
wish all the very best to Sunday School in
this transformation task!

+

AIM HIGH
DREAM HIGH

AIM FOR THE STARS
IF YOU FALL YOU WILL LAND ON THE CLOUDS
AIM HIGH, NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE, JUST WALK WITH FAITH
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St. Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church (Maha Edavaka),
Kuwait Sunday School

On the occasion of its Golden Jubilee (1964-2014)
and the Golden Jubilee of the establishment of
Orthodox Syrian Sunday School Association of the East.

www.iocq8.org




