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PREFACE.

A
r‘l O relate, briefly, the primary circumstances which have
led to the publicationof the following Sermcm, will doubt-

less be acceptable to my distant friends, and cannot possibly
oftend any one.

Ox the 24th December last, I set out from Baltimore to
visit the City of Washingrton, for the first time. Previous
to this journey, a friend of that city informed me by letter
that there were some there who favored the doélrines of the
New jerasalem Church, and were anxious to see and hear
me, and also that the Treasury cffice was at my service to
preach in.

EnLy on the 25th, however, 1learned thatthe office was
engaged ali the next day, {Sunday] to the Reverend Mu.
Laurie. This unexpefled disappointment, which doubtless
was providential, led me then te conclude, that ¢ my time
was not yct come.” 1 therclore felt perfeétly resigned, and
nstantly repaived to the Cagifol to hear the Revesend Doftor
Gante, Chaplain to the Senate, deliver his nativity sermon.
After tiervice, I was introduced to the Chaplain by a respetl-
able friend, who informed him of the intention of my jour-
ney, and my disappointinent; upon which, the Doftor,
without the least hesitation, but with all the politeness of a
gentlcman, and YGiberality of his office, offered me his place
next day at the Gapitol; while another Reverend and amia-
ble gentleman preseat, (Mr. M‘Cormick,) offered to, read
prayers for me on the occasion, both which favors, I then
thankiully accepted, and now gratefully acknowledpc.

‘THE next day being wet, and no particular notice given,
but few attended: The President, and about forty mem-
bers, with about sixty gallery hearers, might be near the
whole amount. I preached, and retired. On the evening
of the same day, the Messenger of the House of Repre.-
sentatives called on me, with three different letters, all so-
hiciting to give them another sermoq at the same place, the
next evening, with which request I complied.
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THys singular, and appavently plearing curiosity, which
my first discourse excited in the minds of my himited, bue
learned audience, impressed my mind with serious and deep
reflettions, and led me to conclude, that were the doftrines
of the New Jerusalem Church more universally know,
they would be more generslly received.~—That probably
they had formerly been wmisrepresented to some of my hear-
¢re.—That in the infant state of onr Church, it might be no
less than my duty to. assist, in a more aaiversal circulation
of these “ Heavenly doclrines ; and that no mode or plais
scemed more orderly and respeétable than by a publication
of my first discourse, whereby I could, at a small expence,
have the pleasing opportunity of presenting a copy of this
Sermon {in which the leading doétrines of our Chutchare
fairly stated) to the hornorable and respefled guardians of
the civil and religious liberties of our beloved country : OF
these motivesd, I trust I shall never be ashamed : the cven? I
chearlully leave to God, in tull conficence that no seed of
virtue or true religion therein, however long it may appa.
rently lie dormant, can ever perish, but in due time will
bring forth ¢ frust unto holiness,”? and lead to eternal life.

JOHN HARGROVE.

Baltimare, 20tk Lgcember, 1802,
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10th Verse. I ALSO WILL SHEW MINE OPINION.

Fob, xaxii. C‘fzap.} ' HEARKEN UNTO ME,

a
:3HOULD any of my present respected hearers have
came here at this time, under the pleasing expec-
tation of hearing a learned discourse, decked in all the
glittening and flowing garments of rhetoric, and de-
livered with all the studied graces of oratory, and
pomp of external cloquence, it may not be amiss for
me to premise, thatlam under an unavoidable necessi-
ty of disappointing them: TFor, notwithstanding,
since my rational powers bhave bloomed into man-
hood, 1 have consumed some midnight oil in endea-
voring to light up a good understanding; yet, destin-
ed as 1 have been, m carly life, to pursuits of a con-
traCted and very difterent nature from my present im-
portant avocations, my literary attainments were ne-
cessarily, and I had almost added unforiunately circums-
scribed, te very narrow limits.

I am consoled, however, with the refletion, that
“the preparation of the heart of man, and the answer
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of the tongue, is from the Lord ;” or, as the author of
Iy ext expresses it, that ¢ there is a spirit in man,
and ihe inspiralion qf the Almighty ,nguefb undersiand.-
ing;” 1 will therefore speak, that 1 may be refreshed
—Iy ALSO, WILL SHEW MINE OPINION.

Axp, torever adered, be that gracious Providence,
who has cast my lot ut this happy land, where every
man is perm’tied to announce his opinion freely and
boldly, and, *¢ zone 1o make bim efraid.”

OPINIONS, indeed, are but a very small part of re-
figion, if ary at all ; and yet it cannot be denied that
erroneous opinions too frequently lead their unhappy
votaries into bad practices, and fatal consequences.

Awp, as the mere nafural man, can easily perceive,
and readily acknowledge the truth of this observation,
as to doétrines of a pol1t1cal nature ; so hikewise, the
illuminated or spiritual caristian may as easﬂy perccive
consequences far more dangerous, which may, and
too oiten bare resulted fromerroneeus Systems of thea-
logy. ‘

As to the leading doétrines, adopted by the infant
- church, to which T have the honor and happiness to
be at thls time connelted, [ am well aware, that they
are viewed by the generahty of modern’ Chrlsuans,
with a very unfavorable and painful eye; but this, I
charitably hope, is for want of due information, and
that those who.are at present most ‘opposed to our pe—
culiar tenets, are the least.acquainted with them. For
1 confess, that I find it hard tc conceive, how any
enlightened and impartial Christian, can possibly re-
tain his too hasty pr e_]UdICCS against the Heezrveniy
doCtrines of the New Fer usalem Church, any longcr’.
than he is thoroughly acquainted with them. And as
we wish nothing more, than that our fellow-citizens,
and fellow Lhr}btnne should candidiy and speedily
mvestgatc our lradmrr doftrines, i order to become
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rationally and scripturally convinced of their truth or
falsity ; 1 shall therefore take the liberty at this time
of submitting to your closest and most critical consi-
deration, the /leading doCrines of the New Church.
And if time permit, [ also purpose to take some no-
tice of those leading and too popular doétrines, which
we are led to reje€t; that thereby, I may contribute
to remove some Stumbling blocks out of the way to
our new Zion, while at the same time it may detect
fanaticism and dissipate superstition ; to efteCt which,
inany degree, 1s “ a consumation devoutly to be wished.”

But hark! did I not hear some present, saying in
their hearts, Iwish the preacher would wawve all further
introduélory remarks, and immediately procced te give us
a candid statemeni of those NiW doltrings; as it was for
this end we came up Hither?

To this I answer, 1st—It is not my usual method
to become too familiar with my text all at once; 1
would rather approach it graduaily and cautiously, in
order to mark 1ts various aspelts and re:ailons, both
as they may respect the church of God, as well as my
own soul.—zdly, I must beg lcave to informn you, that
if you have any expeltations of hearing new dolfrines
from me, at this time, you will most assuredly be dis-
appointed, as there is no one more opposed to new
fangled dotrines thanl am. New indeed they may
appear to the generality of modern professors, but
this appearance has been induced, I presume, through
the almost miraculous influence of preconceived opi-
nions, which opinions, upon an impartial reconsider-
ation, may, perhaps, be found utterly destitute of ra-
tional proofs.

THE book of Job, from which our present subject
is derived, is, in the opinion of the profound and illu-
minated herald of the New Ferwsalem dispensation, a
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baok of the most ancient church, which existed in
Asia. long betore the Israelitish church, and is to be
considered as a divine allegory, vepresenting spiritual
things by natural, history-wise, agreeably to the pre-
vailing sitle of that period, whereby not only those
called sacred but even those also calied profanc writers,
used, to convey to the minds of their readers the most
vivid and impressive lessons of piety and morality.
That this was altually the case, may be fully proved
to every person of moderate reading, inasmuch as we
have still extant among us, the wriniugs of these pro-
fane authors, (so called) to consuit.

Tuis stile, however, of representing sacred and
celestial things by the visible things of the world, n
process of tume became miserably adulterated, and
shockingly profaned, insomuch, that what was first
intended only to represent certain affeftions of the hu-
man mind, orv aitributes of the deity, werein follow-
g ages held up as difterent Govs, and through the
aid ot superstition, honored with divine worship !

‘I'vis ancient stile alluded to, the men of the new
church are taught to call the science or do&trine of cor-
respendencies, a science long lost to the church of God,
but now again restored, through the divine mercy ot
the Lord, in the neglefted, but astonishing pages of
that rational philosopber and heaven-tavght scribe, Ba-
ron fLmanwct Scwedenborg.

THRrRoUuGH a proper knowledge of this ancicent sife,
the weil 1s rernoved trom the face of Moscs—the barren
and inaccessible mountain of prophetic mysterics be-
comes a plain—ihe scventh seal of the book of life 1s
opened, and the crocked ways of the Lord beecome
straiyht. |

By the knowledge also of this defirine of correspon-
dencics, the sacred scriptures will for ever be pre-
served from that growing contempt to which they
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would otherwise hereafter be evidently exposed, while
the plous and impartial critic will at the same time be
enabied to recognize the divine harmony and sandtity
of every page, of every line, and of every word.

THEN the pmmmd iarmmated Christian will indeed
be a king and a priest unto Gon: He shall view the sa-
cred- worDp as i the light of Heaven, and therchby
have domninion over all superstitious, fanatical and infi-
del spirits——he shall not only once @ year, (like the
fugh priest of old) enter into the santum san&torum
of the word, and behold Aaron’s rod blossoming
atresh, and dip his rvd into the pot of manna, but
be enabled daily to appropriate all the treasures of di-
vine knowledge there concealed, and become truly
wise unto salialion.

WHEN the man of the Lord’s future church shail
read the sacred pages under the illuminating guidance
of this science, he will lose sight of individuals, of
:.:zmr:? and of placcs, and obtain a view of the church

Gad—-as to its principles and qualities—its rise and
proarets-——lts reformation and consumation.

ND descending from gencrals to particulars, he
will also percelve tue man of the chureh; and be favor-
ed with a discovery of the gradual and successive
changes ol state which he has to pass through in the
painful but necessary work of regeneration.

Jon, for instance, Is then viewed as the church, or
the man of the church-—his wife, ashis own proprium
or unregenerated nature, to which we are all too
closcly wwedded, and which, like Eve, 18 too prone to
tempt us to transgress some positive command, or,
perhaps, to repine at the Divine Providence over
us, and thereby cuise God and die 1o every prin-
% ciple of picty, patience and resignation to the will of
Gob.

Jou’s three friends also, and their unsuccessful ef-
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forts to comfort him in his afflitions, may teach us
the wezkness and inefficacy of those boasted aids,
which are too often fancied suflicient to extricate us
from states of deep temptation, to wit:—-sci¢nce, rea-
son, and the &teral sense of the scriptures.

MiSERABLE conmforters indecd, (as job said) are al
these, until young Elibu, or the spiritual sense of the
word begins to speak: TAs is the orator whose ¢ words
are upright, and swhese lips utter knowledge clearly.”

BuT was nei this £4hr a vain and presumptuous
young man ¢ e had already heard the gpinion ot Jol,
who was reputed the greatest man in the East; as well
as the gpinion of each of hislearned and hoary friends,
and yet it scems he was not canvinced by any of them,
nor canverted to their opintons. No—-Methinks I new
hear him, not only in the language of my text, say-
ing, 1, also, will shew mine cpinion ;”* but adding, 1
an determined to think for myself, and to speak what
1 think.

ExczLLENT young man! i fear you have too few
followers in this day.

W are informied in the context, that this Elibu
was the son of Barachel, the Buzite, and of the kin-
dred of Ram. But what instruflion in rightesusness
can it afford us, to know ¢ o whem be was related, or
by whom begot 27’ For were he only a poor jfisberman, or
the son of a carpenter, he deserved to be heard with as
much attention and respeét, as if he wore a mitre, and
was dignified with vain titles, provided he uttered
sound doitrine that could nat be reproved.  When the in-
terior meaning of his genealogy, however, 18 unfold-
ed, we shall therein discover a lesson of deep instruc-
tion and heavenly wisdom.

T Hebrew root, or meaning of Elibx, significs,
a rfgbf knowledge of God, and a well grounded confi-
dence in his mercy. His father’s name, Barachel, sig-
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nifies a bowing down before God, and submitting to be
taught by him. Barachel, however, was a Buzite,
" which in the same language signifies Y9 be despised, (as
s too often the case with such men,) yet he was of
. the kindred of Ram, which signifies that he had ¢/eva-
 ted and sublime perceptions.

. Now, I presume, the genealogy of Elibu, will ap-
- pear deeply interesting : If we would obtain a right
' knowledge of, and confidence in the Lord our God,
it seems that it must be preceded by a bowing dewn be-
. fore him and a submitting to be taught by his holy
| word; and though it 1s a truih that we are then es-
' teemed but Buzites, that is, despised by ighorant or
! wicked men, yet we are aCtually, when in this szate, of
. the kindred of Ram, having the most clevated and
 spiritual perceptions of God, and of his holy word.
Ir the present time permitted, I should, with plea-
sure, attempt to open and explain a few more of the
profound lessons of heavenly wisdom contained in
the book ¢f Job; but, as | am apprchensive that ma-
ny of my attentive hearers are now anxiously waiting
for the fulfilment of my introduftory promise, you
will excuse wme, I presume, if I instantly dismiss job,
and all his friends, (untila more convenient season,)
in order to submit to your serious consideration——

Ist. THe leading doltrines of the new church—

i

E

E

|

{ and

é Iidly. SucHs principal dotrines as we reje@.
g

Anp 1st. We are fully convinced, both from scrip-
ture and reason, that there is but ene living and true
Gon—but, contrary to all modern Trinstarians, we be-
lieve that this God is not only onc in essence, but in
person dlso—-and, contrary toall Arians and Sccinians,
we fully believe that the Lord Sesus Christ is that
Gop, including in his glorified humanity, all the
principles of Deity, or “ fullness of the God-head lodi-
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ly.*’—~That the essential divimity within him is (or may
be calied) the Father, the bumanity which he assumed,
the Son, and the divine proceeding thence, the Holy
{host, -

We furdier conceive of this ¥lorinus object of our
worship, as being infinile, cternal, and immutable, in his
nagure 3 and emnipstent, omniscient, and emnipresent, as
to his attributes.

TuAT he alone, 15 our Creator, Redeemer and Re-
generator.  Thathe is fove itselt, and wisdom itself,
consequently roo goed cver to be angry, and to0 wise
ever to repent.  That for us men, and for our salvati-
on, this * God was manifest in the fiesh,’® by a decent
of hisdivine love and wisdom into that human nature
or'principle which he assumed. That by this mean
he was enabled to approach nearer (asit were) to our
evil afteCtions, (or rather to those evil spirits which
were therein admitted) so as to oppose and overcome
‘them; and that herein consisteth the true natare of re-
dempiion, which was effeCted solely through the om-
nipotence of the Lord’s divine humanity.

¢ This, thas 1s the God sve adore,
Qur faithful unchangeable f{itend ;
W hose locz, and whosc truth, and whose fow'r,
- Can never know measure norend,” \

2dly. Wx constantly maintamn, that the essence of
all true religion is Love. Loeve to our Savicur God,
sugremely, and Jove to all mankind, from a pure
heart, fervently—That this love to God is best mani-
fested by our sbedience to what we believe to be his
divine laws ; and the loveof our neighbor, by  do-
sng unio every nian as we would they should do uito us,”
from a principle of pure philanthropy, and, that no-
thing less than the constant exercise of these ats or
graces, ¢an constitute the truly religious ard virtuous
man. '




PR SRR TR N o' IRV KA PR T £ Gy e Ty T =

[ 13 |

adlv. We further conceive, that as the constituent
powers ol lhwsnan nature are rationality and free avill,
consequently man is a rational free agent, possessing a
gracious power of chusing the good, and refusing the
evil. Thatit is only by the abuse of these faculties
fman becémes guilty before God; and that all who
improve them in a proper and progressive manner, by
shunning evils, as sins against God, cannot fail of ob-
taining everlasting happiness, whether they be Few,
or Gentile, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free.

4thily. WEe believe that all men are now born into
the world with hereditary propensities to evil, and
therefore, that ¢ cxcept we be regenerated and born
again, we cen in no case enter the Ringdom of Heaven.”
That this is a gradual and successive work, and is ef-
fefted In proportion as we admit the genuine truths of
the Lord into our understanding, and live a life of ho-
ly cbedience thereto. That itis the Lord alone who
eperates this necessary work, but that nevertheless it
cannot be effeCled witihout the zo-opcration of man,
both as to his will and his understanding, and that it
comme:aces in 2 convidion of the malignant nature and
unhappy consequences of sin; inciudes genuine re-
pentance, and leads to universal holiness and good
works.

sthly. WE fully subscribe to the Divine inspira-
tion, santity, and authority of the word of God;
belteving that it contains a recondite or Spiritual scnse
within the fiteral sense, as the soul is within the body.
‘T'hat in this internal or spiritual sense of the word, 15
contained all the treasures of divine wisdom, which
will be more and wmore revealed, unto the future
church of God, in proportion as the science of cor-
respondency becomes better understood, and more

4 cordially acknowledged; and, that rthis inestimable

B
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science is now again restored, to the humble and sin-
cere lovers of the Scriptures, mn the profound but ne-
gleCted pages of the theological writings of ihe Baron
Emanuel Swedenborg, who 1s justly entitled to the ap-
pellation of the Herald of the Neww Ferusalen: Church.

Othly. Weare led to beliere that the first period of the
pospel 1s'now at an end, and that the prophetic an-
nunciations respecting the last judgment and the end of
ihe world, are now fulfilled. That the /aster only sig-
mfies the consumation of the age, or end of the churches
which have prevailed for many ages past, both as to
fife, and docrines; and the jformer, only an explora-
tion, examination, and condemnation of all those
cvil and false principles which have brought the &
church to 1ts end.

WE cannot doubt of this being the case, when we
take a sertous and impartial view of the present state
of Christianity i the world : Numberless sects and
denominations now exift in the Christian church, and
no two of them are agreed, cvenin what they them-
selves esteem essential dotrines! e, not only say
this—-it 13 a plain and incontrovertible fact, and while
we sce it before our eyes, we cannot but conclude that
vhat our Lord says in the xxiv. chap. of St. Ma-
thew’s gospel, 1s now accomplished and ftulfilled.
«« The Sun, (or divine love) is darkened—-The Moon,
(or genuine faith) i turned into bleod—and all the Stars
of Heaven (or all divine illumination) is fallen (from
the firmament of the Church,) and, therefore, Zion,
wiich was once ““ the joy of the whele eartn,” is now,
like a ¢ cotrage inthe wilderness,’” so that her enemies,
as they pass by, wag their heads at her, and say—/s 1)s
the city which men call the perfection of beauty 2 We bawe
swallowed her up~—itnis is the day that we leoked for,
and now we have found if.

BuTt 7thly. Glory unto God in the highest.  He is
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now about to visit his vine-yard again, even the vine
which his right hand hath planted ; and to cause his
face (or the internal sense of his holy word) to shine

pon us, that we may be saved-—saved from idolatry,
Youperstition. and infidelity, for ever more. This sal-

vation, we are fully persuaded, will be effeted by the
{ second advent of the Lord, which advent, in our opi-
nion, hath already taken place ; not in person, how-
ever, but in the gower and glory of the spiritual sense
of his holy word, now opened and revealed. The
clonds of Heawen, or the literal sense of the word serv-
ing as the csariot in which the Lord thus ¢ descendeth
to mortals again,”’ to set up his tabernacle among them,
and dwell with them for ever and cver,

“ Then truth shall chase the clouds away,
And darvkness reign no more ;

But one unclouded heavenly day,
Shatl reign from shore to shore,.”

Tre foregoing is a bricf and candid statement of
the leading or principal doctrines of the New Church,
and you will pardon me if [add, that, in my gpinion,
they are so Scriptural, rational, and self-evident, that
they ¢ commend tlemselves to cvery (unprejudiced) man’s
conscience in the sight of God.”” I shall now,

Idly. TAKE some notice of those leading and po-
pular dotrines in the old churches, which we are led
to reject.

BuT here, let 1t be remembered, that while we re-
ject and oppose those particular doctrines, we greatly
respect many who espouse them, not only for their sci-
entific attainments, but for their solia piety and at-
tachment to revealed religion,

‘T'1ie benevolent and heavenly doétrines of the New
Church, teach us to distinguish between principles and
men ; the alt and the intention ; the understanding and
the will: But, as in exhibiting a finished pitture, its



L 16 ]

shades must be regarded as well as its Jights—-so dowe
prove, the propriety, as also, the necessity of the dis-
criminating position Just adv'mced

AND 13t. The memisers of the Lord’s New Church,
cordially recognize and sincerely subscribe to the true
and scriptural doérine of the Trinity ; but at the same
time rejeét the modern dodtrine of a 1rm1ty of persons
in the Deity.

A ‘Urinrry there certamly s, and must be, in God
~not a Trinity of persons, however, but of. essential
divine prmapie:, viz. The divine love,  the divine wis-
dom, and the divine proceeding.power; like unto
soul, body, and operation in man.

‘T'raT these principles are all united in the sole and
individual person of Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of
mankind, is as evident from Scnpture authority, as
that two and two makes four ; but as the passages are
too numerous to cite here, and 1 only mean, at pre-
sent, to ¢ shew you mine opinion,”’ 1 would only add,
on this subjedt, that if 1t could be proved from -,Scrip-
ture; that there aCtually were three scparate and dis-
tindl persons, who were each independent of the other,
a proper and perfect ooje? of divine worship,. it would
at once prove the doltrine of a plurality of Gods, and
establish polytheisin : for, I would ask, docs not per-
son 1mply forz, and is not form predicatead on sub-
stance ! And what ave three distinct swbsiances, or es-
sences, but three distin¢t Gods ? 1 well know that some
creeds teach-us, that ¢ the Father is God, the Son is
God, and the Holy Ghost is. Ged, and yet there are not
three Gods but one God!!!? But, 1 as well know,
that threc tinies one are Taree, and that there cannot
“be three first causes, three infinites, or three eternals.

-I1 was an evilhour indecd, wkile men slept, on the
mere Fpze dixit of ignorant te'ir‘heu when this truly
ridiculous and anti-scriptural dodtrine was established
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in the:Christian church-—tor, from this corrupt foun-
tain, all sther errors of lesser magmtude have flowed
in copious streams, or rather torients ; inundating and
desolating the fair garden of Gad.

2dly. As nearly allied to this, as a child to its pa-
rent, .1s the modern dotirine of the atoncment, which
teaches us, that in order to satisfy the rlalms of the
divine law, which man had broken, Jesus Christ
died—thereby rendering bis father propitious, and
1econc1hng him to smmners! This do€trine, I he-
sitate ot to afhrm, pours contempt on all the at-
tributes of, the Dmty.. and 15 the disgrace of the bless-
ed gospel.

To suppose there ever was a period when God was
not reconciled to simners, 1s to aflirm that he is o still,
or that he is a mutable being. Again, if the Lord
Jesus Cliist be not God, but a creature, he could in
. no wise be competent to redecmt mankind, or defiver
- his brother from death—but if indeed he was * the truc
i Gad—the only wise God——the first and the last,” the Al-
' mighty, us the whole tenor of the Scriptures, and the
| whole body of modern Trinitarians avow, I would
! ask, to whom then did he atone? To himself 7 Non-
: sense.—1'0 another God ? Miserable supcrstition and
| idolatry. No, my candid hearers, Gsd 18 lsve ; im-
§ mutable love : He requires no other God or man to re-
y concile him to his offending creatures, only let the

wicked man forsake his ways, and. the unrighicous man
¥ bis thoughts, and return unto the Lord, and he will re-
¢ ceive him graciously, and pardon him abundantly.
. But on the other hand, if God 2will not, or would not,
} pardon the sinner, until he first received infinite satis-
taction, either from himself or some other friend, what
dlsphy of mercy would there be ¢ If A will not forglve
Ehls debtor, until B pays every penny of the debt,
surely the debtor can have no idea of having recelved
any mc.rcxful treatinent from A.
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Iramk St Paul must have had very different
ideas, from modern Trinitar’ans, when he afirms that
it i3 ¢ by bisr mercy that be saveth us, through the wash-
ing of regeneration,” not through a vicarious sacrifice
and atonement,

INpeeD the word atonement is found but once 1n all
the New Testament, and in that place 1t1s-4n errone-
ous traunslation, as all candid and learned critics now
aamt, and should be rendered reconciliation. It may
be replied, however, that the word atonement i1s men-
tioticd very often in the books of Moses, particuiarly
in the xvi. chap. of Lev. “his is granted, and also
that the word there has always a relerence to the Lord
Jesus Christ 3 bur I still contend, that 1t is not to be
taken in its general signification, for in that sense it
necessarily implies a division of the Godhead nto dis-
tnct persons, which, I have already shewn, thongh
briefly, to be absurd.

Tz true meaning of the word atcnement then, s,
the removal of ewils from man, not the appeasing of E
wrath in God, who is essential love and mercy; and §
as this is effeted solely by the Lord’s divine humanity,
hence ir is made use of in the Old Testament in rete-
rence to the Lord, when he shonld assume the human g
nature, m order to remeve evil, or hell frem man. "

sdly. Imputed rightcousness, also, is the legitimate
oftspring of the modern dotrine of the Trinity 3 it 1s
therefore refecfed by the New Church, notwithstand- §
ing, too many vainly imagine that it 1s the most essen- |
tial doltrine of the Christian system. DBut this can-
not possibly be so, for the dotrine, when impartially |
examined by Scripture, and reason, wilj be found not |
only nnnecessary, but impossible. Unnecessary, it
certainly is, because the whole tenor of Scripture -
forms us, that our salvation is suspended upon our own

rightecus conduct in this world. ¢ Except we repent, we
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- shall alf likewise perish,” and ¢ without holiness no man
. shall see the Lord.””  The rightesusness of the righteous
E shall be upon him, and wice wersa. Hence our Lord
. himself declares in the xxvth. chap. of St. Mathew’s
§ gospel, thatitis our own works, and not those of
- another, which will be imputed to us hereatter.
g INpEED the modern doftrine of imputed righteous-
} ness, that is, that the merits of Chnist arc imputed to ail
é believers, is, In its very nature, impossible. For, i
would ask, in what doth the merits of Christ princi-
2 pally consist? I know it will, and must be answered,
g in the great and glorious work of redemption which
he wrought out for us. But] would ask again, was
g not this an Almighty and Divine work? Certainly it
was, as much so, as the work of Creation itself.
é How then, in the name of commmon sense, can the for-
¢ mer alt, or the merit of 1t, be imputed to any finite
% and sinful being, any more than the latter ¢ It is evi-
dent it cannot. The genuine ‘ruth 1s, that every
# man’s good or evil actions, and aftections, will be im-
% puted unto him, by a good and just God. Any ot! v
% kind of imputation would be as derogatory to the boliness
& and mercy of God, asit would to his impartial and re-
3 Imunerative justice.
gthly. SavvaTion by faith alone, though now the
order of the day, inall popular creeds, and Churches,
is not subscribed to by the men of the New Church.
We readily grant thar ¢ cwithout faith it is impossible tg
please God,”” but we still believe that ¢ fuith without
cworks is dead 37’ and that © though we bad all fait),
56 asto remove mountains, yet if we bad no charity it
would profit us nothing.”>  We are willing to give it a
place in religion, butnot willing 1o consider it as the
Alpha and Omega thereot; for as the Apostle ob-
serves, ¢ Dewil’s believe,” yet as the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith, without works is dead also.
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sthly, InsTanTanrous conversicn alsg, the twin.
brother cf faith alonc, is ¥éjefted in the New Church;
indeed we consider it asa very hurtful and insine hers.
sy, which is justly represented by the jfery flying ser-
pent of old, and 18 calculated to oppose the whole
tenor of the word of God——to induce éarnal secu-
rity, and. to supercede the necessity of repen-
tance, and the moral law of God j—therefore, they
that promulgate this dotrine, may be said in the
strong and applicable language of Isaiah, to'trust *“in
vanity and speak lies ; yea they hatch ¢ockatricé’s egg's, §
and the spider’s web—he that eateth of their eggs di- |
eth, .and that which is crushed breakéth out into a vi-
per.” - .
 6th. IRRESISTIBLE grace, also, is rejefted in the
New Church, as equaily unscriptural and irrational,
and altogether inconsistent wi‘h the conftituent pow-
ers of the human mind, Were this doflrine to be ad-
mitted, I see no use in all the promises and threaten-
ings of the word ; norany wisdom, triath or justice in
our Lord’s expostulations with the Jews, viz. ¢ How
oft would I bave gathered you, and, ye would not,’’ or in
the words of St. Luke, « Te stiff necked and uncircum-
cised in beart, ye do always RESIST THE HOLY GHOST; as
your fathers did, so do ye.”” . Indced the Scriptures in
that case would be of no real use, as not being ad-
dressed to creatures who had the power to chuse, or td
refuse, but to a race of beings lower in the scale of
creation, than the brutes Who perish.
~ #thly. Awb lastly, we reject the ideous doltrine of
reprobation—this is the last rattle in the tail of that
great.red dragen, wno now standeth before the woman
(or New Church of the Lord)  ready to devour her
man child 2 her rational and manly explanations of
the holy word, The belief of this dodtrine is such an
outrage to all the: »~fc/tions of the Deity, that I am
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really astonished at the boldness of the infernal spirit
that first suggested it, and the man who first dared to
promulge it Father of Mercies! Thou, whoart not
willing that any should perish ; whose tender mercies
{uot thy wrath) are over all thy works: Who can
think, that THGU, ever

“ Consign'd onz unborn soul to hell,

Or damn’d him from his mother's womb:”
I tutn from the thought with abhorrence, and am sor-
tv to conclude with this shocking doltrine. 1 thought
best, however, tobegin at the Jbead ot this great dra-
gon, andend at his fei/.  May theonly wise God, our
Saviour, who hath all power in heaven and on earth,
speedily bruise both bis bead and tail. .

- I-avz now gone through my contemplated plan,
and freely stated the leading dollrines of our Church;
and their opposites. Indoing this, I have used “ great
plasnness of specchy’’ because 1 conceived the truth re-
quired it. Rbetoric, at best, is but like beautiful paint
upon our windows, which rather obscures than ad-
mits the light; but /lgeic, 1s like the <€ tree of life,”
whose very ¢ leaves are for the bealing of the nations.””
- Ir Tam favored with any interior and spiritual per-
ceptions, [ sece an uncommon cnsis at hand, with re-
spet to the Church of God.  Iormality and Fanati-
¢ism have of late been successfully attacked, and made
‘to lose ground, particularly in this country; and 1
trust that €’er long their harps shall be unstrung, and
“ bung upen the willows.”  But, alas! haik not infide-
fity and profaneness taken their place ? If the former
nath slain their thousands, these seem determined to
slay their tens of thousands, and desolate all the bor-
ders of Sion. DBut surely there is @ cause from
whence such “ gverflowingt of ungodliness” originate
And what can this be, if not the erroneous and irra-

tional dotrines that have too long prevailed in the
G
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Church of Christ? Arise, O Lord? n the ark uf B
“thy power, that thine enemies may be scattered, and "5;?
that all who hate thee may flee before thee.—O thou §
Saviour God ! Descend again, the secind thme, by a i
pewerful and gloripns iflux of thy divine love and g
wisdom into thy Church, and the man of the Church.
Let the Spiritual and internal sense of thy word, in §
which thou hast thy more’ mumediate residence, be
opencd to our ravished eyesy that we may ¢ fehold the §
wwondrous things contained in thy boly lasv’”  And do §
thou bless our feebie but sincere attempt at this time, §
toarrest error and to promoie truth.

Buw, perhaps, some ol my attentive and mtelligent !
audience are ready to say, What! Not one word on
politics bhefore you conclude ! Noe—not one word. |
Our supreme exccutive, and grand legisiature, have |
not, asyet, invaded the offices or duties of the mini-
“sters of shegospel; 1pray God eve may never inter-
fere with theirs.

Tre application I shall leave to God, and your
own consciences :  Should you be led to reje® any
part, or even the whole of this discourse, I can sin-
erely assure you it will not offend me. I have ondy
shewn you ¢ ay gpinion,”” and you have certainly as
good aright to yours. Only be faithful to the talents
you have received, and you cannot fail of inheriting
eternal liie.

* Now to the only wise God our Saviour, beglory
and dominion for ever, an<d ever’’—-AMIN.,
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O JORD ! Fesus Christ,. whoe alone art our Creator and Koo
deemer, the Everlasting Father,—The Ajplmi‘? Omega,—fhe
enly wise G sdy— i whese divine person dwellctly alfthe prencie
ples of Deity, or fullness of the Godhead bodily,. We adore
und praise thee, for all thy mercies and loveng kindnesses can-
Serred upon ws, and upon all men, particuiarly in causmy thy
holy wsrd ta be written, as well for the instruction and com-
Sfurt of men an earth, as for the heppiness and tmprovement of
Angels in Heaven : Ve pray thee to enlighten our undessiand-
ings, that we may therein discern the Speritual and Celestial
¢hungs of thine Lternal Kingdom ; and incline us to walk in
obedience to the sume,  May we therein percerve, that the es-
sence of all tru:"¢eligion is LOVE.  Lave to thee our Savicur
God, supremein, and Lyve to all mankind from a pure keart
fervently s—That we are vatianal free agents, and accounta-
ble to thee for ull our aflions here; consequently, that we are
endued with « grucisus power to chuse the good, and to refuse
the evil :—"That we are ull born into tae love of self and of the
world, and must be born again before we can inherit thy hea-
venly hingdam :—"1hat ihis necessary work is performed by
thee alone, through the co-operation of man :—"That it is gra-
diual and successive, including repentance from dead works,
. und leading vs, under the infiuence and guidance of a living
. faithy 1o the performance of every good work :—That thou
\ art continually in the endeavor to llninate and sanctify all
men; deing wrlling that all should be saved, and come to the
gonuine knogwledge of thy truth,

Bless, O Lord, thy Church wuniversally: Losk down
upsn all the DMinisters of thy Gospely, and upon all the
Congregations under their direlion: Convert them, we
bescech thee, to the nowledge of thyself, that they may all
be brought by tie door inta thy true sheep fold, and in due
time be admitted within the gates of the Holy City, the New
Ferusalem ; new descending fram thee cut of Heaverr.—
More especially we pray for the prosperity of thy New
Church, wheresoever it appears on the fuce of the carth ;e
= Znat it may be so guided, and governed by the Iisly Spirit,
% proceeding from thy glorified and divine Iunanity, that af?
2 who embrace and profess the Beavenly Dorines of the New
% Jerusalem, may matan the same in purity of heart, and

]
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holiness of Life o that others seeing of their good vworks, may
be also ledf 1y rI{fﬂ-}"t and J‘H"M ave f.’sr. SNy mn tr:'b 144 UCLOILS c/ﬂJ
of their visitation,

And voue intreat thes to birey and *-'J"*rf'cf oM nmﬂ,“; country,
and all its citizens; j:rtrm ileerfi ﬂ’zr eervant the DPresident af
these Un:ited Stetes, and bt hmw: of the Legrsiaiiers toeme Thee
varrous fleads of!)f nartments, Gevernors and Hegistrates :
Lndue therm ple n!r:mi:; vt f’zr lcve of Fustice, Fquity and
Truth, to the wlvancement sf thy glor g, the good of thy
Chtfrf:h ard the !la/i 1211esS, fv-'aa:r.’ and prosperily of these
United St(c'“n. % that thn. aud all of us, may become weseful
members of Sceietn, and o;‘ e ﬁ:ir:n Church upon carth,
and hercafter inhorit ey [eaveniy and ctépnad dingdam ; /hm'

i'&?

thine shall be the plorvy fotio nove and forever .--—---’L M.
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